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Minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Progressive Broadcasting Service Co-operative Ltd  

Meeting held Wednesday 29 November 2017 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by the Chair, Mike Sewell (MS) 

The General Manager, Adrian Basso (AB), acknowledged the traditional owners of the land 

 

Present and Apologies 

Present: Bethany Atkinson-Quinton, Pierre Baroni, Kevin Bartram, Nick Brown, Meg Butler, Evan 
Carr, Paul Cuthbert, Robert Eames, Jess Fairfax, Ken Fargher, Alan Fitzpatrick, Michael Glover, Sam 
Goldie, Aleisha Hall, Monica Hanns, Garry Havrillay, David Heard, Richard Hebden, Roger 
Holdsworth, Declan James, Jayne Lovelock, Bradley Knight, Gary Laidlaw, Tess Lawley, Maddy 
Macfarlane, Paul Maybury, Shelley McNicholl, Campbell McNolty, Adrian Meade, Justin Naylor, 
Lauren O’Dwyer, Kristine Olaris, Myles O’Neil-Shaw, Chris Pearson, Sarah Pratt, Kirsty Rivers, Bill 
Runting, Alicia Saye, Jurgen Schaub, Tom Sedunary, Mike Sewell, Claire Stuchbery, Chloe Turner, Paul 
Wadsworth, Lyndelle Wilkinson, Mara Williams, Saul Zavarce, Adrian Basso, David Barnes, Elle Young 

Apologies: Alex Sims, Di Crowther, Jan Dale, Moira Drew, Cam Durnsford, Sarah Blaby, Peter 
Merrett, Vince Peach, Wendy Tonkin, Sean Carroll, and Natalie Lupton 
 

Minutes of Last Meeting 
Minutes of 2016 AGM reviewed without comment. 

Motion to accept: Garry Laidlaw; seconded: Jurgen Schaub  

Majority in favour of acceptance by show of hands 
 

Chair’s Report 
Mike Sewell took the Chair’s Address included in the Annual Report as read. The Chair then noted 
the following: 

• The Programming and Planning Group (PPG): MS thanked Tess Lawley for steering the 
development of the PPG (particularly the scheduled election of category representatives); 
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• Financials: PBS is in a stable financial position due in part to another great radio festival, 
increased sponsorship. This is positive but should not be taken for granted. A continued 
focus on building a solid financial position is required; 

• Digital: Small but important steps have been taken to develop a digital presence beyond 
simulcast and to ensure that technology can be leveraged to take opportunities as they 
arise; 

• Property: PBS has signed a Heads of Agreement with the Collingwood Arts Precinct that 
should provide a secure home for the next twenty years. A formal announcement is 
expected soon.  

• Succession: At the board level, PBS needs to continually review the skills required, to 
develop expertise internally, and to recruit support as and when needed. This year, director 
Grace Kindellan stood down after gaining employment with RRR – MS thanked Grace for her 
contribution. PBS advertised widely to recruit a replacement director. The successful 
candidate, Jayne Lovelock, is standing for election of a one-year term (the remainder of the 
original term). MS asked members to consider what is best for the station as they cast their 
votes. MS commended two incumbents, Adrian Meade as company secretary and Justin 
Naylor as treasurer. 

• Thanks: MS thanked Garry Havrillay for his great and long-term contribution to PBS as a 
volunteer and, until November 2016, as a director. MS thanked Jess Fairfax, whom had 
juggled many roles including motherhood and served as a thoughtful director whose 
contribution was appreciated.  

MS announced that he had decided to not stand for election. He appreciated the chance to serve 
PBS and was grateful for the broad support he enjoyed throughout his tenure. MS believes PBS is 
well positioned for ongoing success. 

 

General Manager’s Report 
Adrian Basso took the General Manager’s Report included in the Annual Report as read. Additionally: 

AB pointed to successes over the 2017 year: 

• A successful Radio Festival;  
• Increased sponsorships; 
• Engagement with the community, with more events than ever providing a physical presence 

for the station in the community; and 
• New people are coming through as volunteers, trainee broadcasters and more..  

AB addressed the search for a new home for PBS. AB noted that PBS was in the last term of its 20 
year lease, that the Landlord had sold nearby properties, had flagged the sale of the Easey St 
property, and that PBS had attempted to negotiate a further term(s). PBS also entered negotiations 
with the Collingwood Arts Precinct (CAP), which had proven fruitful. A Heads of Agreement had been 
signed in anticipation of negotiating a 20 year lease at the Johnson St premises. 

Should it proceed, the move to CAP will be expensive. A fundraising strategy will therefore be 
important as PBS looks to draw support from government and philanthropic organisations. 
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Regarding the design of the facility, PBS would optimise the use of space; AB thanked architect Zvi 
Belling, who to date has assisted PBS for no fee.  

AB thanked Mike Sewell for his stewardship of the Board. MS has been a great Chair. AB thanked 
Adrian Meade for his legal assistance, Justin Naylor as Treasurer, Tess Lawley as Chair of the PPG, 
and Jayne Lovelock for her expertise in fundraising. He also thanked Jurgen and Jess. The current 
Board – just as all recent Boards – had continued to provide a steady hand for the Station. 

AB paid tribute to all members, volunteers, and staff. 

 

Audited Accounts 
Justin Naylor (JN) took the financial report included in the Annual Report as read. JN noted that 
surplus was in line with the Board’s expectations, and that reserves had grown by 80% since 2014. 
Prudent financial management will continue to be important as PBS seeks to relocate.    

Motion to accept the financial report: Justin Naylor; seconded Tess Lawley 

Majority in favour of acceptance by show of hands 

Election of external auditors 
JN proposed that E F McPhail and Partners be appointed for a further term as external auditors. 

Motion to accept: Justin Naylor; seconded Garry Havrillay 

Majority in favour of acceptance by show of hands 

 

Election of Directors 
Seven nominations had been received. In addition to the written statements included in the AGM 
materials, each nominee was invited to speak for two minutes: 

Robert Eames: A passionate listener of 30 years standing yet still somewhat an outsider. Robert was 
conscious that it is a vital time for the station, and pointed to the need to nurture its greatest assets 
– announcers and audience – and to recognise the vital role of volunteers. Offered independence as 
a director and fresh perspectives. 

Monica Hanns: A current announcer – her program ‘Against the Tide’ had been interrupted by the 
AGM – Monica is passionate about giving back to PBS. Monica previously served on staff as 
Membership Services Officer and has presented on-air since 2010. She works in fundraising, most 
recently at the University of Melbourne. Monica hopes to bring her experience as a staff member, 
announcer and fundraiser to bear on the Board.  

Brad Knight: A passionate listener since 2012, and volunteer since 2015, Brad prefers to work behind 
the scenes, and wants to become more involved. Brad has been active in another non-for-profit 
organisation, a good grounding for PBS. He has experience in governance and IT, and intends to 
encourage diversity, growth and sustainability in order to cultivate an inclusive environment.  
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Adrian Meade: Seeking endorsement for a second term. Adrian has been actively involved at PBS for 
the past 6 ½ years, first as an Announcer, then through the Community Cup, and over the past two 
years as a Director and Secretary. Employed as Director of Quality Assurance at Seqirus, a subsidiary 
of CSL that manufactures influenza vaccines, antivenoms, and diagnostics. Familiar with Quality 
Management Systems, risk management and regulation. 

Justin Naylor: Privileged to have been involved with PBS, including for two terms to date as 
Treasurer. Justin foresees a different range of financial challenges over coming years, particularly 
given PBS’ relocation. With 30 years’ experience as an accountant, including first-hand knowledge of 
architecture and construction industries, his skills will remain valuable to PBS. 

Lauren O’Dwyer: First visited PBS in 1989 as a four year old, accompanying her uncle, a former 
announcer. Comes with broad experience in crisis management, policy and strategic advice, having 
advised various State Government Ministers. Lauren has recently been providing strategic advice to 
PBS on securing government funding and would like to join PBS in a formal manner. She is well 
placed to assist and good at football. 

Chloe Turner: Currently programs administrator at Creative Partnerships Australia. Chloe paid 
respects to Elders past and present. Chloe currently serves on the board of start-up organisation 
LISTEN LISTEN LISTEN. She has held previous roles at Music Victoria, with duties covering 
administration, public relations, sponsorship and advertising management, and project and event 
management. She was chair of the RMIT Musical Advisory Committee. A member of PBS for many 
years, Chloe has completed the Cross-Pollinate training program and is now an occasional 
broadcaster.  

Jayne Lovelock: Fundraiser, musician, feminist. Jayne won the Freeza Battle of the Bands and was 
rewarded with an awkward interview at PBS. Music Librarian for the State Orchestra, Creative 
Director at Fringe for four years, current Director of Development at the Melbourne Theatre 
Company. Jayne loves connecting people making art and music with financial support. 

 

A ballot was held. Results for the two-year-term vacancies, in no particular order, were: 

• Monica Hanns; 
• Adrian Meade; 
• Justin Naylor; 
• Lauren O’Dwyer. 

Jayne Lovelock was elected unopposed as the sole candidate for the one year term. 

The Chair congratulated the successful candidates and all that stood for election.  

General Discussion 
The Chair invited comments and questions. The following were received: 
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Nick Brown: Questioned the requirement that people’s age is listed in the applications for 
directorship. AB responded that was a convention. NB thought this was discriminatory and could be 
removed. [Post script: The requirement is included in the PBS Constitution] 

Maddy Macfarlane: Asked whether there is a date for formal announcement of the move to CAP? 
AB responded that it had been delayed, in part because multiple parties (including prospective 
tenants) were involved. A Heads of Agreement had been signed, but we would need to wait for 
CAP’s approval before a formal public announcement. 

Paul Maybury / Shelley McNicholl: Paul asked whether it is possible to give more notice of 
candidate details prior to the election of directors. MS responded that the PBS Constitution provided 
for receipt of nominations up to 48 hours prior to the AGM, which made prior notice difficult. 
Shelley noted that the information was difficult to find on the website, and suggested that this was a 
repeated complaint. AB acknowledged that greater effort could be made to publicise candidates. 
One proposal was to send notice to members by email. 

It was noted that the PBS Constitution could be changed by resolution of members, whether at an 
AGM or extraordinary meeting. The Board will review the rules and consider whether any change is 
warranted. 

 

Meeting closed at 8:04 pm 
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